AVOYELLES PARISH POLICE JURY
REGULAR SESSION, held in the meeting Room in the Courthouse, Marksville, La
Tuesday, March 11, 2025

The Police Jury of the Parish of Avoyelles Parish, State of Louisiana, met for a Regular Meeting
at its meeting place on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, in the Police Jury Room of the Parish
Courthouse, 312 North Main Street, Marksville.

There were present: Mark Borrel, Jacob Coco, Darrell Wiley, Clyde Benson, Allen Thomas,
Sam Pearce, Travis Franks, Darrell Sampson, Twyla Lemoine, Kevin
Bordelon, Assistant District Attorney-Jonathan Gaspard, Jenny Falls,
Ronald Coco, Rhett Desselle- Pan American Engineers, District Attorney-
Charles Riddle, David Skoug, Tookie Pearce, Jimmy Landry, Maria
Trichell, Rock Bordelon, Tim Curry, Dr. Jay Callegari, Ronald Coco,
Johnny Rogers, Steve Turner, Ben Turner, Jonathan Barbin, Terry Raynes,
Julie Larcart, Director of Homeland Security-Joseph Frank, Civil Works
Director-Kevin Bordelon, Jamie Gremillion, Lem Thomas

Absent: McKinley Keller
The meeting opened with prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call by Secretary-Treasurer.

On motion by Jacob Coco, seconded by Sam Pearce, to adopt the minutes of the Regular Meeting
held on January 14, 2024, as printed in the Weekly News and emailed/mailed to all Jurors. On
vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Sam Pearce, to adopt the minutes of the Tourism
meeting held on February 24, 2025, as presented. On vote, the motion carried.

A public hearing was held before the commencement of the meeting to hear objections/comments
to consider abandoning a portion of Lake Pearl Road.

Steve Turner- appeared in objection to abandoning a portion of Lake Pearl Road.

Ben Turner, a resident of Lake Pearl Road, presented a petition containing over 100 signatures
from residents and members of the community objecting to the abandonment. Mr. Turner stated
the abandonment will impact the ease of access to property with frontage on a public road. He
went on to say the decision is personal as a resident of Lake Pearl Road and closing that portion
could potentially cause issues if someone needed emergency medical services. By proceeding with
the abandonment, Mr. Turner would encounter disturbed connectivity between the roads. In
closing, he asked the Jury to consider leaving the road as it is, for public use.

Jonathan Barbin, a landowner, is present and is opposed to the abandonment.
Terry Raynes is against closing the road and would like it to remain open for public use.

Rock Bordelon, the landowner, stated that Jury Ben Turner is passing on his property every day.
He stated Mr. Turner does have access further down using a deed road. Mr Bordelon went on to
say.
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He would grant property access to Johnathan Barbin, as discussed before the meeting. If the road
is closed, a gate code will be provided to emergency personnel. Mr. Bordelon said if he invests
money in the parish, the road needs to be closed so the equipment is not stolen, as it has been for
many years. He also stated he could create a turnaround.

Greg Mayeux gave a brief overview of Kerotest operations and plans to bring more services to the
parish.

Dr. Jay Callegari presented the final draft of the Home Rule Charter for publication in the Weekly
News.

On motion by Travis Franks, seconded by Mark Borrel, to adopt the financial report given by the
Secretary-Treasurer. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Sam Pearce, seconded by Travis Franks, to abandon nine-tenths of a mile of Lake
Pearl Road. A voice vote was called.

Yea Travis Franks, Jacob Bordelon, Sam Pearce

Nay Mark Borrel, Darrell Sampson, Clyde Benson, Allen Thomas
Absent McKinley Keller

Abstain None

On vote, the motion failed.

On motion by Sam Pearce, seconded by Allen Thomas to abandon a portion of Bayou Rouge Road
Section, which is 1.27 miles long. From Bordelon crossing to Norris Lacour property.

North Coordinates 30.89263, -92.07180
South Coordinates 30.88215, -92.06007

On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Jacob Coco, to adopt a Trial Ride Ordinance. On vote,
the motion carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Darrell Sampson, Paula Scanlan was appointed to the
library board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Sam Pearce, seconded by Travis Franks, Lisa Couvillion was appointed to the library
board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Sam Pearce, seconded by Allen Thomas, Dr. Jay Callegari was appointed to the
library board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Jacob Coco, Chris Bordelon was appointed to the library
board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.
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On motion by Mark Borrel, seconded by Clyde Benson, Marina Gagic was appointed to the library
board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Darrell Sampson, seconded by Allen Thomas, Michael Dobbison was appointed to
the library board for five years. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Jacob Coco to approve the sale, a 9-acre tract of land
that has been adjudicated to the parish was approved. to be sold to Knoll & Dufour for the Fair
Market Value of $16,000. On vote the motion carried.

On motion by Clyde Benson, seconded by Jacob Coco, to approve the estimate from Rusk
Construction to repair the ceiling at the Health Unit in Marksville, with a cost of $5,883.00. On
vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Jacob Coco, seconded by Clyde Benson, to approve health insurance premium
increase as presented. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Mark Borrel, seconded by Allen Thomas, the board adopted a resolution creating a
Litter Hearing Panel to consist of one representative from the following: Planning Commission,
Police Jury Litter Committee, District Attorney, and Justice of the Peace. On vote, the motion
carried.

On motion by Mark Borrel, seconded by Allen Thomas, the board will advertise a public hearing
on April 8, 2025, at 4:45 pm to adopt revisions to the Nuisance Property, Condemnation of
Buildings, and Blighted Property ordinances. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Jacob Coco, seconded by Allen Thomas, to approve Road District 2 to pay $5,000
for roadway improvements to Levi Gremillion Road. On vote, the motion carried.

Upon recommendation from the Personnel Committee, a motion was offered by Allen Thomas,
seconded by Jacob Coco, to approve changes to the Personnel Manual as follows:

Page 22, Section 5.4 B- Overtime is defined as anything over 40 hours per work week.

Page 22, Section 5.4 D- All Compensatory time must be authorized by the Secretary-Treasurer,
Civil Works Director, Director of Homeland Security, Health Unit-Administrative Coordinator.
On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Travis Franks, seconded by Mark Borrel, to award the low bidder, Merrick
Construction, to make improvements to the Marksville Library branch parking lot. Cost
$190,245.50. An additional $4,047.01 was approved to relocate a utility pole. On vote, the motion
carried.

On motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Jacob Coco, authorizing the Secretary-Treasurer to pay
Moreau Material Yard Invoices for Road District 2. Cost $6,439.92. On vote, the motion carried.
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On motion by Sam Pearce, seconded by Jacob Coco to remove a motion from the table.
“Adjust permit fees for enclosed areas from 0.20 sq ft to 0.05 per sq foot.”
The motion was offered by Sam Pearce and seconded by Jacob Coco. On vote, the motion carried.

On motion by Darrell Sampson, seconded by Allen Thomas, the Secretary/Treasurer was granted
the authority to pay all bills and waive a reading of the whole.

There being no further business, on motion by Allen Thomas, seconded by Darrell Sampson, the
meeting adjourned.

s/ Darrell Wiley s/Jamey M. Wiley
President Secretary-Treasurer



